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CITY OF WHITTLESEA

BUY RECYCLED ENVIRONMENTAL PURCHASING POLICY GUIDELINES
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PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES:

1. POLICY CONTEXT

The Buy Recycled Environmental Purchasing Policy has been developed to provide a purchasing framework that will enhance the sustainable use of resources within the City of Whittlesea.  This commitment to the development of sustainable practices has been formalised in Council’s Community Plan.

The Community Plan establishes the framework and directions for Council’s activities. The desire of Council and the community to actively protect the environment is conveyed through the new Vision statement.

Our City will respect the natural environment while continuing to provide high quality, accessible and responsive services and encouraging a sustainable local economy.

Furthermore, Council’s values reflect the important principles in achieving its Vision, which is based on:

· Respect for the individual and all cultures in our community;

· Preservation of the natural environment;

· Ethical leadership;

· Commitment to innovation and continuous improvement; and

· Provision of best value in service.

2. OBJECTIVES:

The City of Whittlesea aims to achieve the following objectives as part of its commitment to the EcoBuy Program (formerly Local Government Buy Recycled Alliance):

A. Review quality, environment and purchasing criteria and develop integrated checklists to support the implementation of the Buy Recycled Environmental Purchasing Policy within one year.

B. Require its suppliers, contractors and consultants (within the requirements of the Trade Practices Act) to comply with Council’s Buy Recycled Environmental Purchasing Policy.

C. Establish a staff education program for the implementation of this Policy.

D. Ensure that staff has access to recycled product information.

E. Establish a system to monitor and report the success, failure and cost savings of this Policy.

F. Actively promote waste wise purchasing to the community and local industry.

G. Ensure that within two years, all purchasing specifications, tender documentation and consultant briefs and contracts comply with this code.

3. DEFINITIONS:

Environmentally preferable products are products that have less negative impact on human health and the environment when compared with competing products.  This comparison may consider the source of raw materials, production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, potential for reuse and recycling, operation, maintenance, or disposal of the product.

Post-consumer is material generated by households or by the commercial, industrial and institutional facilities which can no longer be used for its intended purpose.  This includes returns of material from the distribution chain.

Pre-consumer is material diverted from the waste stream during the manufacturing process.  Excluded is re-utilisation of materials such as rework, regrind or scrap generated in the process and capable of being reclaimed within the same process that generated it.

Practicable means satisfactory in performance and available at a reasonable cost.  

Recycled materials are materials that have been reprocessed from recovered materials by means of a manufacturing process and made into a final product through a commercial process.  These products will contain a specified percentage of material that would otherwise have been disposed of as wastes.

Reasonable Price means a recycled product/service will be deemed to meet cost specification after applying a price preference of 10% (i.e. if an item costs $1, the bid price will be reduced by $0.10 (10%) and evaluated as though it had been $0.90.  If this price results in the contract award, the price actually contracted will be the bid price of $1.00 per unit.)

Re-manufactured means to renew or restore a used product into its original form or into a useful new product through commercial process.

Sustainable use of resources is a use that meets the present needs of the purchaser while also taking into account external and future costs, including costs to the environment and depletion of resources.

Value for money is the identification and inclusion of all direct and indirect cost associated with a particular product or material.  This includes the initial cost of purchase, length of warranty, product efficiency, anticipated maintenance and repair, and the direct and indirect cost associated with disposal or removal of the product at the end of its useful life.

4. PURCHASING GOALS:

Wherever possible, the City of Whittlesea will pursue the following goals and adhere to the specified principles when purchasing products, materials and services based on the following five criteria:

· Economics;

· Environmental Benefits;

· Quality of Products;

· Aesthetics; and

· Appearance or finish of products.

A
ZERO WASTE

· Purchasing decisions should take into consideration the waste hierarchy to reduce, reuse and recycle, with greatest emphasis on the top of the hierarchy.

· REDUCE - Examples of this include purchasing in bulk to reduce packaging and the purchase of printing equipment that prints double sided.

· REUSE - Using the same item more than once, and extending the useful life of products and equipment before replacing an item. Ensuring that new purchases are durable, have a long service life and are easy to maintain and upgrade.

· RECYCLE - Purchase products that contain recycled materials or those that have been or can be re-manufactured.

B
ZERO CLIMATE DAMAGE

· Purchase energy efficient products and materials by checking that the energy rating and efficiency features are the best available for the price; 

· Purchase materials and products that are free of toxic or polluting materials;

· Purchase renewable energy and reduce the purchase of fossil fuels; and

· Purchase goods that have not been transported long distances where possible.

C
ZERO HABITAT DESTRUCTION

· Purchase paper and wood products obtained from recycled, plantation, salvaged or renewable sources and avoid native forest timber.

D
ZERO POLLUTION

· Purchase products and materials that will not release toxic substances that can pollute water, land or air at any stage of their life cycle.

E
ZERO SOIL DEGRADATION

· Purchase products, materials and services that will not degrade or pollute the soil, or result in erosion through their use.
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LINK TO COMMUNITY PLAN

COMMUNITY PLAN 2001 - 2004

Key Strategic Direction
Objective

Environment
3.3.1 Continue to implement Local Government Buy Recycled Alliance

Sustainable growth
5.3.3 Encourage local business to participate in programs that promote the development of ecologically sustainable practices.

This policy has been developed as a result of Council’s October 2000 commitment to membership of the Local Government Buy Recycled Alliance (now known as the EcoBuy Program). 

POLICY STATEMENT:

1. The purpose of this Policy is to provide a purchasing framework that will advance the sustainable use of resources within this municipality.

2. The City of Whittlesea will demonstrate to the community that purchasing decisions can improve markets for recycled products, enhance environmental quality and be resource responsible.

3. The purchase of local recycled and environmentally preferable products will be encouraged whenever they perform satisfactorily and are available at a reasonable price.

4. Wherever possible, the City of Whittlesea will aspire to the following goals and adhere to the specified principles when purchasing products, materials and services.

· Zero Waste

· Zero Climate Damage

· Zero Habitat Destruction

· Zero Pollution

· Zero Soil Degradation

5. Where possible, products, services and materials should be sourced from companies that demonstrate commitment to sustainability.

For Further Information Contact

Environmental Education Officer

Waste Management Unit

Phone: 9401 0509

Fax:
9401 0521
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